A FOCUS ON VOCATION TO
THE PRIESTHOOD

by Fr. Hien Nguyen

1.2 Vocation Crisis

During the post- Vatican Il
years, there was a decline in
vocations with the aging of
the members of religious
orders combined with the
increase of priests leaving
the ministries and the lack of
seminarians. What makes it
worse is the increasing num-
ber of Catholics each year
that demands the pastoral
service from the scanty num-
ber of priests. From the data
collected by the Archdiocese
every year, from 1950, there
were 133 priests serving
67,275 Catholics with the
ratio of 1 priest per 505

faithful. However, when
compared to 2004, there
were 185 priests serving

396,898 Catholics with the
ratio of 1 priest per 2,145
faithful. A worthy note is
that more than half of the
priests are religious who
came from all over the world
to Vancouver with the invita-
tion of our Archbishop to
assist  our  Archdiocese.
Without the religious and
the collaboration of the laity,
the Archdiocese will be in
grave concern and danger of
our ability to provide pasto-
ral care for the ever growing
Church.

Compiling to this worry is the
diminutive number of semi-
narians we have each year.
For the past ten years, the
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most number of seminarians
we had in a given year were
twenty and the least were
nine. We are fortunate to
have one or two ordinations
a year but in some years we
have none. It is alarming to
see that out of half a million
Catholics and with 49 Catho-
lic schools, only two or three
seminarians each year can
be possibly produced to add
to the average total of 15
seminarians.

It is hard for anyone to pin-
point exactly what is the
cause of this continuous de-
cline in vocations not only
around the world but espe-
cially here in the Archdiocese
of Vancouver. However, one
can collate the changes over
time in the rhythmic of life of
the individuals and their val-
ues, purpose, orientations,
needs, attitudes, goals, etc.
The family has changed from
a single stable unit that used
to work together on the
land, now becomes a smaller
and unstable core that races
with machines to make ends
meet. Society has different
values and compels on the
individual to comply. It
forms and informs the person
to build a civilization that pro-
motes the culture of choice and
individualism. It creates a sys-
tem that nullifies God. Here are
some causes that we can identi-
fy in Vancouver.

(to be continued...)
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\ "CORPUS CHRISTI HOLY HOUR: To celebrate
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, please join us
for Adoration and Benediction from 3:00 to
:00 p.m. on, Sunday, June 18th.

THIS WEEK AT ST. ANN'S
Pancake
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PARISH PANCAKE BREAKFAST will be prepared by our

Knights of Columbus today Sunday, June 11th after the@
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. Masses.

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY AND VESPERS on Sunday, June
11th at 3:00 p.m. in the Sacred Space at Abbotsford Regional
Hospital Please join us in praying for the Doctors, Nurses,
hospital workers, and most especially the patients and their
families.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING:
p.m. in St. Joachim room.

Tuesday, June 13th at 8:00

ONE BODY IN CHRIST PRAYER MEETING: Thursday evenings at
7:30 p.m. in St. Joachim room.

MASS will be celebrated at the Cottage Pavilion on Friday, June
16th at 4:00 p.m.

KIDS FOR JESUS PROGRAM will be having its YEAR END Kﬁ}
CELEBRATION on Saturday, June 17th from 10:00am- N5 %sts
12:00 pm. in St. Joachim room.
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Please note correction in date: The Knights of Columbus
members and their families are invited to a FAMILY PICNIC on
Sunday, June 25th from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. They have reserved
the covered picnic area across from Godson School off of Bevan
Avenue at Mill Lake Park.
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ST. ANN'S PRESCHOOL: We are now offering a mixed 3 & 4 yr.
old class on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9:00
to 11:30 a.m. starting in September. Registration forms f5
available at the Parish Office or online at our website: 4
stannsabbotsford.ca
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PARENT AND TOTS YEAR END PICNIC: Come and celebrate our
last Moms and Tots before the summer break with a picnic
lunch! We'll meet at on Monday, June 12th at 10 am at the
Parish Centre. Bring something to share for lunch. We'll provide
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of missionary disciples. hot dogs, drinks, and plates etc. Bring your outdoor items

(blankets, chairs, sunscreen) because if the weather is suitable
we'll be on the field. We will go rain or shine (indoor if rainy).
Parents, tots, siblings, grandparents are all welcome to join us. If
it is your first time -- you're welcome too! Sr Suzana will be there
to see everyone before her summer travels. (Moms and Tots will
be adjourned until September).

Our Mission Statement: to work and pray to be a
welcoming, Fucharistic community that spreads the good
news of Christ. We each strive to share our gifts within and
beyond the parish for the glory of God.
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